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The Southern Ohio Agricultural & Community Development Foundation (SOACDF) is an

organization created by the 12General Assembly under the Amended Sub. S.B. 192. The
Foundation is charged by the Ohio Legislature with providigigcultural and economic

assistance 0 sout hern Ohiods tobacco csdouaplace thes . The
production of tobacco in southern Ohio with other agricultural products as well as to mitigate the
adverse economic impact of reduced tobacco production in the region.

In Fiscal year 20D, the Southern Ohio Agricultural & Community Deveponent
Foundationds efforts have exeeeding$l.endlion forthe ot al C
twentytwo traditional tobacco producing counties of southern Ohio.

Three primary program areas have been identified to improve faprofigability, strengthen
local economic development efforts and provide educational assistance within thetimenty
counties of southern Ohio where the Foundation operates. These program investments are
designed as follows:
1 Educational Assistancé To provide educatioal assistance ttarmersand their eligible
dependents

O Educational Excellence To recognize outstanding achievement among college
upperclassmen

1 Economic DevelopmentTo makestrategic investments icommunities byncentivizing
companies to create and retain jobs

1 Aagricultural Development i To increase the variety, quantity and value of agricultural
products other than tobacco.

o Young Farmer i Produces between the ages of 2038 who reside in the 22
counties the Foundation serves.

o Agricultural Society Grant- To costshare with the agricultural societies in the
major tobacco counties for the purposamoproving facilities that willpromote
youth education and agriculture

1 Youth Development To enhance theducation and development of youth with a lasting
impact on the area the Foundation serV¥éss grantmeant for the purpose of
reconstruction of existing buildings, remodel or upgrades to facilities and/or construction
of new gructureat the Canters Cave facility located in Jackson County,.Ohio

The SOACDF directly investehore than$l.6 millioni nt o t he st ateds econo
programs. These investmentern® matched by approximatef2.5 million in costshare
investments by recipients of these awards by SOACDF. The following chart soowthese
investments were made.
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Educational Assistance Program
More than $159,000investal in educational assistance f@0 applicants.

For the academic yed0182019the SOACDF administered the Educational Assistance
ProgramMore than 250000 wasinvested in degree programs fadividuals who have a
current Farm Service Number on record with the Farm Service Agency as of July ana01
reside in the2 counties the Foundation serves O®&bacco quota owners, quota
owners/growers, or grower/tenants of Farm Service Agency (F88)dé any single crop year
from 1997 through 2004 and their immediate family dependents vpeosgenent adéss is
within the State of Ohio.

The Educational Assistance Program assists farmers who have sthifesmbnomic impact of
reductiongn the demand for burley tobaccthrough educational assistance, these farmers and
their dependents are able to acquire the skills necessary to tratsitiew or supplemental
income generatig occupationsThe program provides up t@$900in educational assistance per
person each year for eligibledividuals

Again, for the20182019schoolyear the Southern Ohio Agricultural and Community

Development Foundation offered the Educational Excell@urapetitive Grant program. This
program for undergraduate st udemtnegpauaofgpui ng a
to $7,500owards thecost of tuition, on capus room and board and books. In1Ryfourteen

of these grants were awarded for the upcoming school year.
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The SOACDF scholarship has tremendously helped
me cover my college tuition. This organization made it
possible for me continue further with my studies
without having to sacrifice that time to working a part
time job to cover tuition costs. This scholarship really
helped me push myself and improve my GPA and work
as hard as | possibly can. | am forever thankful for
receiving this scholarship and what it has done for me."

Clinton Bapst, Pike County
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the people of Southern Ohiand this foundation is truly an asset to the many communities that it
serves. | could not be more humbled to have received an Educational Excellence Grant from the
foundation this year. The possibilities are endless when it comes to education and | can now
gK2ft SKSI NI SRf & LJzNEdzS Y& TFdzidzNB F OF RSYAO SyRS
McKayla Raines, Adam€&ounty



"To the members of SOACDF, | would like to say thank you for supporting students that are
continuing their education. This scholarship helpae cover my tuition cost in full for this
academic year. | greatly appreciate this award and all you do for the Agricultural Community."
Erin Jennings, Clermont County

Economic Development Program

Total investments exceedirg}14,000
supported7 economic development program
awards. These projects createdretained
approximatelyl00new jobs.

The Economic Development program provides
grants for projects that will create, retain or
expand job opportunltles for residentdhie traditional tobacco producing countiesouthern
Ohio. The SOACDFRapprovedwo projects that were awarded in tdbdB6,000by costsharing
up o 35% ofatotal projecs cost. In fact, in FY@ an additionatt4 million dollars were invested
by applicants as their cost share component for the economic development project. These
investments are used for capital impnoentsandequipment acquisitiothat foster job creation
and retention
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Woods Lumber, Adams County Dedienne Aerospace, Clermont County
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their support of PureCycle
TechnologiesWith their generous aid we
have been able to accelerate our efforts of
providing a circular solution for the plastic
waste crisis with our ultrpure recycled
. polypropyleneWe can't thank SOACDF
enough for their support and are humbled to
have such wonderful partners all working
towards a pure planet.”
-Tayt Rule, Chief Operating Officer,
PureCycle, Lawrence County
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Lisa Frost Dental Pike County
Young Farmer Program

In Fiscal Year 19, total investments exceedin@%0,000supportedl2 Young Farmer program
awards in6 different counties.

TheYoung FarmeProgram is dsigned to help young producers grow their agricultural
enterprises. This program promotes projects that are innovative, progressive, utilize technology
and incorporate conservation practicésigible applicants must resignd the project must be
compketedwithin the 22 countiethe Foundation currently serves. Applicants must be between
the ages of 20 and 38 as of Augu$f018.

The SOACDF invested more tha@30 000that was cost shared up to a maximum of 50% and
leveraged an addition&h89,000for the total investment of mothan$740,000Gn the twenty
two traditional tobacco producing counties of Ohio.
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fiWe are so thankful to have had the opportunity
to receive the Young Farmers Grant in 2018. This
— - spring we were able to build a large hay barn
~* = ) with an garage. We are now able to store our

: hay, tractor, and equipment out of the weather.
This raises the valug our hay for resale and
helps protect our equipment from the elements.
We are now able to use the garage area to work
on equipment as needed, having the tools nearby




and a place to work on things has been great and such a time saver. The barn turbettexuhan we
even imagined and has been a huge blessing to our family so far and will for years and years to come.
Thank you so much to the SOACDF staff for being wonderful throughout this process and providing us
with this opportunity to grow our farff 2 NJ dza | YR FdzidzZNB 3ISYSNI A2y adé
Luke Dixon,
Scioto County

The Pat Raines Young Farmer Program allowed us to develop our propertyaistife and
efficient location to raise cattle. The program is great for helping young farmers
accelerate their timeline, expand their operation, and add to their bottom line. We are
very appreciative of the SOACDF and the opportunities they opened fondigar farm.
Devon Baum

Meigs County




Rebecca Lore, Scioto County AJ Cluxton, Adams County

Josh Copas, Adams County

Agricultural Development Program

In fiscal year 219 total investments of more than5®7,000supported24 Agricultural
Development awards.

The Agricultural Development program assists farmers by increasing the variety, quantity and
value of agricultural products other than tobacco. This cost shareprpgoaides up to
$25,000 matching funds for capital investments necessary for diversification and development.

The SOACDF investethore thar527,000that was cost shared up to a maximum of 50% and
leveraged an additionall$s million for atotal investmentnore thar$2 million in the twenty

two traditional tobacco producing counties of Ohithese investments occur in faygneral
categories:
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Expansion and revitalization of an existing agriculture enterprise.
Diversification into a new aguwultural enterprise.

Commercial agribusiness.

Marketing/ processing of value added agriculture.



David Westfall, Washington County Mark WickerhamAdams County

Becausehe agricultural development programsscha highly competitive procedsss tharhalf
of the applications were fundeBroject applications are reviewed and ranked by a committee
based on #ormula of costshare funds committed and the quality of the essrplan for the
proposedroject.

The SOACDF collaborates with the Ohio State University South Centers Business Development
Network to provide confidential or@n-one business planning assistance as well as training
events tassist applicants in thegfforts related talevelopmentin 20182019the Ohio State
University staffprovided oneon-one assistande 36 farmers in the development of their

business plan, marketidgasibility, and financial analysis

fiThe SOACDF Ag development grafdyed a

large part in making my wean to finish hog barn
a reality. The grant helped me to diversify and

grow my operation to a whole new level by

securing a multyear contract to custom feed
swine in the new facility. The facility will also

reduce commreial fertilizer costs on my farm by
use of the manure on the fields. Above all,that
the biggest advantage is that it has brought my
family together as my wife and kids play a big

role in helping me care for the animais.

Ryan Mobley
Clinton County



